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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—Y ou will much oblige an inquirer after truth, 
by giving what you consider the true scriptural 
meaning of the following verses, in the 13th chap- 
ter of Luke, viz. 2, 3, 5, 23, 24, to the 30th inclu- 
sive. The 28th verse was the text from which the 
Rev. Mr. C. in Vandewater-street, preached last 
Sunday evening. In his sermon he drew a charac- 
ter of the Almighty, that, in my opinion, would al- 
most disgrace the great enemy of mankind. No 
wonder that he said, “ It was a subject on which he 
did not wish often te preach;” and that it was “a 
very unpopular one.” He may rest assured that it 

is “ unpopular,” and will continue to be so. 

Yours, &c. L. M. 
New-York, Aug. 18, 1823. 
REMARKS. 

It is proper, first, to inform L. M. that the Rev. 
Mr. C. once published a book, entitled the “ curis- 
TIAN’S VADE-MECUM,” which book contained a 
“ Chapter on Baptism,” in which, p. 188, it is de- 
clared, (by the Rev. Gentleman himself!) that the 
phrase, in the original, which is rendered the king- 
dom of heaven, “ is adopted when it is manifest that 
the place of dominion suggested is earth, and not 
heaven; and that therefore the term can be under- 
stood only as a synonyma for” (the Rev. gentleman 
here made a mistake, and intended to say) Theos— 
God. By “kingdom of God,” therefore, as used in 
Luke xiii. 28, “ There shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, and you yourselves thrust out,” we are to un- 
derstand the Gospel dispensation. For the Rev. Mr. 
C. says, Vade-Mecum, p. 188, “ Accordingly ‘the 
kingdom of heaven’ is a figurative form of speech, 
which is used sometimes to denote the Gospel dis- 
pensation ; in other instances, the reign, the domi- 
nion, the government, which God has established 
in the Christian church.” Now we agree with the 
Rev. Mr. C. in this view of the subject. The 29th 
verse reads as follows—“ And they shall come from 
the east, and from the west, and from the north, 
and from the south, and shall sit down in the king- 
dom of God.” Quere—Will they come from the 
east, &c. in another world ? We consider the Jews 
were first, and the Gentiles last ; but now, in the 
order of the Mediatorial kingdom, the Jews will be 
last, and the Gentiles are first. 

L. M. requests our opinion of the “True Scrip- 
ture meaning of Luke xiii. 2, 3, 5, 23, 24,” &e. 
We do not believe the warning, as it is considered, 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,” 



































of Adam’s race, since the destruction of Jerusalem. 
The Jews, by their obstinacy, actually perished in 
the same manner, as did those on whom the tower 
of Siloam fell, &c. 

The 23d to 30th verses inclusive, we consider to 
mean the following—That at the close of the Jew- 
ish economy, and when the door of types and sha- 
dows should be shut, that many Jews should strive 
to acquire the truth, and to enter into the kingdom 
of God; or, in other words, to see the reign of 
God, &c. That they should behold the Gentiles, 
whom they despised, favoured of God, and they 
themselves outcasts and wanderers. The Jews are 
now without, and continue, to this day, to knock at 
the door of types and shadows, but it is shut. 

——<j>—_—_ 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—If you would have the goodness to reconcile 
the apparent contradictions in the following passa- 
ges, viz. First Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians, 
v. 9, with the 7, 8, 9, and 10th verses of Ist and 2d 
chapters of the Second Epistle of the same apostle, 
to the same people, you would very much oblige 
your sincere friend and reader, Cc. L. E. 

New- York, Aug. 5, 1823. 

REMARKS. 

Our correspondent is requested to examine the 
connexion of the passages in question. Consider 
Paul to refer to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the end of the Jewish rule and church. That Paul 
and his brethren in the faith, were not appointed 
unto wrath, but obtained a salvation by Christ, from 
all the sufferings which the Jews endured while 
their city was besieged and destroyed. Paul speaks 
of tribulation being recompensed to them who trou- 
bled or persecuted his brethren. The 2d chap. 2d 
Epistle Thessalonians, unquestionably is a brief 
account of what should take place during the time 
spoken of. The calling and appointing of Paul, 
and believers under the Mosaic dispensation, is 
plainly declared in Ephesians i. where the salvation 
of Paul, considered in the extensive view of God’s 
purpose, is predicated on the fact, that it is God’s 
good pleasure to gather all in Christ. 

It is indispensable to a correct understanding of 
Paul’s epistles, that we should bear in mind, that 
he wrote them before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
while the temple was standing in that city, and at 
the very time when the Jews worshipped in its 
courts, and sacrificed upon its altars. (See 1 Thess. 
ii. 14-16.) The kingdom of Christ considered as 
the introduction of the Gospel, in contradistinction 
to the Jewish economy, was yet to come. Paul 
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views the subject thus, in ¢d Epist. Thess. i. 4-10. 
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We see the declaration of Paul, so far as it relates 
to the punishinent from the presence of the Lord, 
verified in our day. The Jews are a standing evi- 
dence of the truth of the testimony. 

Itis also important to consider, that the Jews 
who weie appoiated unto wrath, were designated 
by a God of love, and to consummate a merciful 
purpose. ‘The same apostle, speaking of this peo- 
ple, in Rei. xi. 28-32, says, “ As concerning the 
gospel [if you please, God’s method of salvation, 
they are now treated as] enemies for your [the Gen- 
tiles] sakes ; but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifis and 
calling of God are without repentance. For as ye 
in times past have not believed God, vet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief, even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy npon all.” 

It appears from the above testimony, that the 
Jews, although beloved of God, and by him con- 
cluded in unbelief that he might have mercy on 
them, were not appointed to salvation as Paul was, 


but were the subjects of wrath, because God’s wrath 


was revealed against their principles and practices. 
oun > 

{ We insert the following at the particular re- 
quest of the Rev. Mr. W. Roy. 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
REVEREND WILLIAM ROY. 

Respected Sir—When you shall have looked at 
the contents of this sheet, | hope you will excuse 
me for troubling you on this oceasion. I have been 
endeavouring for more than a week to get at that 
number of the Gospel Herald which contains Mr, J. 
Ditchett’s last, and very erroneous remarks on your 
Discourse of the 15th of June; but did not succeed 
until Saturday last. He commences his commenta- 
ry on your Witnesses, hy very insidiously remarking, 
that we pat the Col “to Mr, Peter Sythoff’s name, 
in order to give the more validity to his testimony.” 
But I am warranted in saying, that he could not 
have had any such impression, for it was most satis- 
factorily proven to him, when at Newark Jast, that 
it was altogether a mistake on our part, and that 
there was not the least design in so doing. He fur- 
ther states, that Mr. 8. charged you in his (that is 
Ditchett’s) presence, with the same gross assertions. 
This is another palpable and designing falsehood. 
For to my knowledge, Mr. 8. had not the least ob- 
jection to any part of the Discourse, unless what 
you said relative to Atheists, Deists and Universal- 
ists, &e. &c. And as for Mr. Sythoff’s ever saying 
that he was drawn into the business in a hurry, and 
that he was sorry he had signed your paper, that is 
equally false. 

But I must acknowledge that I felt somewhat 
shocked, when I read in the Herald that Sheriff 
Reynolds requested Ditchett to use his name, as a 
warrant for the above-stated recantation of Mr. S., 
for from the well-known and acknowledged vera- 
city of Mr. Reynolds, I was conscious that such tes- 
timony coming through the medium of him, must 





necessarily militate against your cause. I there{,:. 
this morning sought and obtained an interview wir), 
the Sheriff, and he absolutely denied making any 
such communication to Mr. Ditchett, and observe: 
that Mr. Sythoff did not tell him that he regretted 
signing his name, &c. But I would now ask M; 
Dichett, if he has not sufficiently manifested the im. 
potency of his cause, by adducing such far-fetche: 
testimouy ? Why does he refer to the Sheriff fo, 
what Mr. S. has said? He had a long interview 
with Mr. Sythoff himself, and if Sythoff had saiq 
any thing in the least favourable to his cause, wou 
he not have embraced it with the greatest avidity, 
and given it to the public through the Herald ? 
Most certainly be would; bat the fact is just this— 
A little previous to his conversation with Mr. Sy 
thofl, at Bonnel’s tavern, he remarked in my hear 
ing that he had heard that Mr. S. was sorry that he 
had subscribed. Sythoff entering the room shortly 
after, | immediately related to him what Ditchet 
had said, when he turned indignantly to D 

and said, No, Sir, I am not sorry, nor did TI sign my 
name until I had twice read Mr. Roy’s paper. | 
have since conversed with Mr. S. upon the subject, 
and he says he will cheerfully give you bis affidayir, 
to what he has signed, &c. This you may conclude, 
does not look much like a recantation on his part. 

As for Mr. D.’s most scandalous attack upon the 
judgment and memory of the afflicted James C. 
Ogden, it is almost without a precedent. Mr. Og- 
den is a man of a sound mind and a retentive mem- 
ory, and bears an unblemished character. To the 
best of my knowledge, I shall now briefly notice, 
what, in iny opinion, puts the pinnacle on his infa- 
mous climax—viz. his stating that I had asserted 
that the paper which I signed read different from 
the one you published ;—and likewise, that I had 
added the last part of your third objection. I do 
assure you, Sir, that I never suggested such an idea. 
M1. Ditchett asked me, in the presence of several 
persons, if | wrote your publication. I immediate- 
ly put a negative to his interrogatory, and there was 
no more said on the subject. 

And now to conclude, I must remark, that there 
is but one essential truth in all his last communication, 
and that is this, he says Mr. Rhode is not inclined to 
contradict himself. I went to see Mr. Rhode, on 
Saturday, and took with me the Herald, and I verily 
thought that Mr. D. was correct; for Mr. Rhode 
says, that so far is he from contradicting himsel/, 
that he will make oath before any Justice of the 
Peace, to the full amount of what he has subscribed, 
at any time, if you think it will be of service to you 
And as Mr. D. acknowledges Rhode to be a mau 
of veracity, perhaps his testimony coming under 
oath, will be received as bearing some weiglit wit! 
the friends of Ditchett. 

Respectfully yours, 
W.H. HYATT. 

Newark, August 25, 1823. 

i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Brother Fitz—I was much pleased with some ve 

marks of your correspondent, U. C.F. It is much 
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to be regretted that severity should in any case be 
necessary among brethren. The conduct, howev- 
er, of some who have assumed the clerical charac- 
ter, is extremely reprehensible, and I conceive it to 
be the duty of every honest man to raise his voice 
against their unchristian conduct. 

Timid minds may shrink—those possessing deli- 
cate feelings may be disposed to heal the hurt slight- 
\v,—but to oppose the current of abuse successfully, 
energy, decision, and even severity, will be found 
Your correspondent speaks of “ Doctor 
S.’s people.” Now I think, that “ the earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” The church is 
called, “ God's heritage ;” and what right the Doc- 
tor has to lord it over them, I know not. I should 
jike to know the difference, in fact, between the 
Catholic priest, who receives from the hand of the 
starving peasant his poor pittance, and the Protes- 
tant clergyman, who lives in luxury upon what 
properly belongs to the poor and destitute! That 
this is sometimes the case, facts will abundantly tes- 
tify. Many in thiscity who are contributing large- 
ly to, what is called, religious purposes, are unable 
to pay their debts. Others are living in penury, 
and almost destitute of the necessaries of life ; 
while their pastors and their families are indulging 
in all the fashionable follies of the day. “ Surely 
these things ought not to be.” 

It is perfectly just, that the pastor should be re- 
munerated for his time; but that he should receive 
twice as much as he can earn in any other calling 
is unjust. It may appear plausible enough to talk 
of a fair bargain ; but it is well known to those con- 
versant with the affairs of churches, that the lower 
classes have but little influence in such bargains, 
and their opinions are but little regarded. These 
affairs are generally managed by a few individuals, 
who are more intent on parade and popularity, than 
the temporal good of their poor brethren. I trust 
the pages of the G. H. will never be devoted to pro- 
mote the schemes of ambitious and interested indi- 
viduals, like the time-serving publications of the 
day ; but with fearless independence expose those 
deep-rooted conceptions which threaten to destroy 
the power of Godliness from among us, and leave 
nothing but empty show. 

Should any Calvinist find a teacher of Universal 
salvation, acting im opposition to cardinal principles, 
I think he will be in duty bound to point it out in 
language plain enough to be understood. 

Yours truly. 


necessary. 


A FRIEND TO CONSISTENCY. 
New-York, Aug. 1823. 
N. B. An enemy is less dangerous than a flat- 
terer. 
—p— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—I attended a conference not long since in 
this place, by the Baptists. I could not expect any 
thing very inviting. However, after sitting some 
time, the young preacher arose and addressed his 
brethren in a very friendly manner, after reading a 
chapter to convince them they had not come to 


ments upon Rochester, having reference to the 
many recent deaths in this place, he then, in order 
to have a small Mount Sinai, declared, that he had 
not the least reason to doubt that a man who died 
in this village lately, had made his bed in hell : 
awful, he says, to relate. I agree with him; but 
the question is, How should he know this ? 
I have one question to ask—Will a man be 
damned for not believing that which he cannot un- 
derstand 2? I ask, Did ever a man understand that 
all mankind were made liable to endless misery, 
and yet some of those that were made liable, were 
elected to everlasting life? This looks to me like 
the mystery of iniquity. 
Conversing with a Baptist brother, not long since, 
on asking hin if “the Lord was good to all, and 
his tender mercies over all his works ;” he replied, 
certainly he is. I asked him, If his tender mercies 
were over those he made endlessly miserable? He 
would not give mea direct answer ; but said, it is 
for the glory of God. Now, if this is for the glory 
of God, would it be for his glory to make all happy ? 
Cc. 8. B. 
Rochester, Monroe Co. (NV. Y.) July 1823. 
—<g—-— 
CALVINISM vs. UNIVERSALISM, 

OR CAUSE AND EFFECT ILLUSTRATED.— 

Or the cause of Drunkenness proved and defend- 
ed, &c. 

Our last Number contained what the Connecti- 
cut Calvinists, who figure in the (.Vew- Haven)“ Re- 
ligious Intelligencer,” call “ Effects of Universal- 
ism.” Now we like to see things called by their 
right names. We are disposed to a dispassionate 
inquiry into, and illustration of, the charge there 
brought against the doctrine of Universal salvation. 
We want the public to judge in this case. We ex- 
cuse the Calvinist for his slander, not because his 
slander was, according to his doctrine, foreordain- 
ed, but because we believe he is under the almost 
uncontrolable influence of the devil, the father of 
lies. We pity the subjects of the kingdom of dark- 
ness, and rejoice that a day of deliverance awaits 
them, when their captivity shall be led away eap- 
tive, and they receive the gifts of love and honesty. 

This Calvinist will have it, that the fact of the li- 
centious tendency of the doctrine of Universal sal- 
vation is so notorious, that “ where a poor intempe- 
rate, profane creature is seen wallowing in his pol- 
lution, that it is frequently asked: Is he not a Uni- 
versalist ? So on the other hand, if it is observed 
that such a man has become a Universalist, it is in- 
quired, Has he not become a drunkard too?” &c. 
Although the premises are as false as any lie can 
be, we shall accommodate this Calvinist, for once, 
by admitting the supposition that he has told the 


truth. What then is the result ? Why, this Calvin- 


ist rejects the faith and principles of the believer in 
the salvation of all men, and his own principles and 
doctrines must furnish evidence and arguments to 
prove and illustrate the subject! So be it. What 
are the premises, according to this Calvinist ? Ans. 





Mount Sinai, but Mount Sion, the city of the living 


Facts, notorious facts, prove, that when a man be- 
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comes a Universalist, he also, of necessity, “ be- 
comes a drunkard too!” How does this happen ? 
Why, here are cause and effect. The cause of the 
drunkerness, is the belief of the salvation of all 
men ;* the cause of this belief is, what ? 

This will not answer. If our encomiast was an 
4rminian, the case would be altered; as it is, we 
shall keep him to his principles, and make him ac- 
countable for the conclusions which flow from his 
own premises. Well, what are a Calvinist’s premi- 
ses? Ans. “God hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass.” What is the foreordination of the 
Calvinist’s creed ? Ans. “ The decrees of God are 
his eternal purpose, whereby, for his own glory, he 
hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” Does 
it come to pass that “ men become Universalists ?” 
O, yes. How does it happen? Ans. It was the 
“ eternal purpose of God” that they should be so; 
therefore he “ decreed, or foreordained” it. Does 
it come to pass that Universalists “ become drunk- 
ards?” Thisis a“ notorious fact !” How does this 
happen? Why, it wasthe “ eternal purpose of God” 
that Universalists should “ become drunkards,” 
therefore it was decreed, or foreordained !” 

Now we, (although on the authority of a sober 
Calvinist, are drunken Universalists,) shall enter 
our protest against all evasion of conclusions which 
flow from a Calvinist’s premises. Aud we appeal 
to all the sober men in the world, and ask, Does it 
not follow, of necessity, from the Calvinist’s creed, 
and premises, that the drunkenness of Universalists, 
so far fiom being the effect of their principles, is 
the effect of God’s “ eternal purpose, whereby he 


hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass?” Can 
any thing be more conclusive ? Look at the premi- 
ses. It comes to pass that Universalists get drunk. 
God foreordained whatsoever comes to pass. There- 
fore, God as certainly foreordained the drunken- 
ness of Universalists, as the drunkenness of Univer- 


salists comes to pass. Prove the principle. God 
never foreordained whatsoever comes to pass. The 
drunkenness of Universalists comes to pass. There- 
fore, God never foreordained the drunkenness of 
Universalists. Reader, the deductions’ of reason 
are as infallible as truth itself. “ It is impossible 
for a thing to be and not to be at the same time.” 
We will now consider the necessity for this 
drunkenness, according to this Calvinist’s premises. 
It must be cenceded, that God decreed the happen- 
ing of necessary, or unnecessary, and therefore inju- 
rious and useless, events. The certainty of the 
event taking place, depends upon the will and 
power of the being who foreordains the event. The 
will of the being who foreordains the event, must be 
governed by the utility or advantages which are to 
arise from the happening of the event; or from the 
inutility and evil that the event will occasion ; or 
from sheer caprice. The power of the being, de- 





* This principle is proved to be true by its application. 
Every man, for-sooth, who believes in the endless misery of 
a large portion of mankind, is sober ; and possesses, of ne- 
cessity, as a consequence of his faith, a mortal antipathy to 
RUM! When you see aman drunk, you know his senti- 
ments! No Calvinist ever gets drank. Noah got drunk ; 
ergo, NOAH wasa UNIV ALIST!!! 


pends upon his constitution and independence. 
God is declared to be self-existent. Of all-mighty 
power. Now it must be admitted, that the drunk. 
enness of Universalists is pleasing to God, or dis. 
pleasing to him. If pleasing to God, a reason cay 
be assigned for his foreordaining it, and making the 
pleasing event certain. If displeasing, no reason 
can be assigned for God’s decree, unless you admit 
the absurdity, that God employs his omnipotent en- 
ergies against himself. 

Again. “Gop 1s Love.” (So says the Serip. 
ture.) If God is Love, then his decrees must be 
consistent with love, and he must foreordain every 
event from the impulse and exercise of love. Con- 
sequently, it follows that, if God foreordained what- 
soever comes to pass, he foreordained the drunken- 
ness of Universalists, if the drunkenness of Univer. 
salists comes to pass. And if “ Gop Is Love,” 
he foreordained it in love, and it follows, that it isa 
lovely thing to get drunk!!! 

Reader—lIs drunkenness the effect of the doctrine 
of the salvation of all men; or is it the effect of 
Calvinism ? 

Now, be it known unto all men, that we enter 
our SOLEMN PROTEST against the abominable 
premises, and the wicked conclusions of Calvinism. 
We pity the man who could write and utter the 
slander we have noticed. We are ashamed of 
those whose sectarian prejudices could so far get 
the better of their understanding and conscience, 
as to publish to the world, and countenance this vile 
production ; which is an outrageous denial of the 
every day’s experience and observation of an en- 
lightened public. It is a disgrace to our country, 
and to the press. It is a satire upon the character 
and principles of every professor of Christianity, 
who tolerates with pecuniary support, or by any 
countenance whatever, the paper which ushered 
this bantling of ecclesiastical spleen into being, and 
poisoned the atmosphere of Christendom with the 
pestiferous effluvia of high-handed slander, and un- 
paralleled falsehood. 

“Omy soul, come not thou into their secret; 
unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou uni- 
ted. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and 
their wrath, for it was cruel.” 

—<=>—_- 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
(LETTER 2.) 
Bellingham, » 1823. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Dear Brethren—In my last I stated, that I should 
point out to you what I considered exceptionable in 
your articles of faith; which I now proceed to do in 
as tender a manner as the nature of the subject will 
permit. I commence with the doctrine of the TRIN- 
1T¥; not, however, because I think, in itself con- 
sidered, it is of any great importance; but because 
I conscientiously think it is the foundation, on which 
is built the superstructure of vicarious atonement, 
the infinite evil of sin, total depravity, endless mis- 
ery, and finally, all the absurdities of orthodory. 1 





know very well that it is a hackneyed subject; and 
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that all has been said for and against it, that learn- 
ing, experience, and ingenuity could invent. I 
know also that you have very little charity for Uni- 
tarians as Christians: and that rejecting the doc- 
trine of the TRintTy, will be sufficient, in your esti- 
mation, to brand me, not only with heresy, but infi- 
delity itself. I have not the vanity to think that my 
views respecting the doctrine in question, are infal- 
libly correct; but this I can say, they have been 
formed from a careful examination of the sacred 
writings ; and that if the Scriptures and my reason 
lead me astray, there is no remedy ; for I will suffer 
no man to think for me—I will believe nothing im- 
plicitly. 

I suppose all the arguments by which 7'rinitari- 
ans endeavour to prove that Christ is Jehovah, are 
zrounded on the three following propositions: 1. 
He is the Creator and preserver of the universe. 
2. He is called God by the sacred writers. 3. He is 
the object of religious worship. The above propo- 
sitions I shall notice in as brief a manner as possible. 
1. He is the Creator, &c. Let me direct your at- 
rention to Proverbs viii. 22. tothe 30th verse in- 
clusive; where Solomon personifies Wisdom, and 
makes it speak the following language: “The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 
his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning or ever the earth was. When 
there was no depth, I was brought forth; when 
there was no fountains abounding with water. Be- 
fore the mountains were settled; before the hills 
were brought forth. While as yet he had not made 
the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the 
dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon the face 
of the deep: when he established the clouds above: 
when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: 
when he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters 
should not pass his commandment: when he ap- 
pointed the foundations of the earth. Then was I 
by him, as one brought up with him; and I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” 
Now turn to St. John’s Gospel i. 1, 2, 3, “In the 
beginning was the Word (or Logos, literally, wis- 
dom) and the word (Wisdom) was with God and the 
Word (Wisdom) was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by 
him, (it, Wisdom) and without him (it Wisdom) was 
not any thing made that was made.” It will not 
be denied that the Rabbins and Greek philosophers 
used the term Logos, to designate Wisdom ; and it 
cau make no difference with which it was original, 
as they used it in the same sense. Now observe, 
Solomon makes Wisdom say, “'The Lord possessed 
me in the beginning ;” and St. John says, “In the 
beginning was the Word” (Wisdom.) Judge ye: 
Is it possible to avoid the conclusion that Solomon 
and St. John speak of the same thing; and that it 
is simply an attribute of the Deity of which they 
speak ; instead of being a second person in a TRIN- 
ity of Gods? The apostle says, “In him (Christ) 
dwell all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Wis- 
dom being that attribute of the Deity by which he 


work of reconciliation was commenced, is going on, 
and finally will be consummated, is very properly 
called the fulness of the Godhead; and I cannot 
but think a mind destitute of prejudice or preposses- 
sions, would immediately perceive that Logos, 
Word, Wisdom and fulness of the Godhead, mean 
the sane thing, and are used to express that attri- 
bute of the Deity by which he is directed in all his 
works. God created all things by the Logos it is 
true; but must we infer from hence that the man 
Christ Jesus created all things? Certainly not; for 
he had no personal existence till some thousand 
years after the worlds were made. An eternal prin- 
ciple dwelt in Christ, which St. John calls the word, 
and which the apostle calls the fulness of the God- 
head ; and it is, probably, to this principle that he 
himself alludes when he says, “It is not I that do 
the works; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works.” I think it will appear obvious, 
from the above remarks, that God created the uni- 
verse by Wisdom; and that the man Christ Jesus 
had nothing to do with creation ; and that he never 
existed till he was conceived by Mary. 

2. It is said that Christ is called God by the in- 
spired writers. Much stress has been laid on Isa. 
ix. 6, “For unto us a child is born,” &c. It is 
strange how any one, who had the least knowledge 
of the highly figurative language of the Orientals, 
should have imagined that this verse proved that 
Christ was the eternal Jehovah. If they had asked 
themselves, who should be called the everlasting 
Father, the answer would have been obvious ;—a 
child. Would the prophet have insulted Jehovah 
by saying that he should be born, and by giving him 
the title of prince, counsellor, wonderful, &c. and 
by calling him acuity? David says in the 2d 
Psalm; “1 have said ye are gods ;” and Jesus says, 
“ If they were called Gods ;” and the apostle, “ there 
are gods many and lords many, but unto us there 
is one God and one Lord Jesus Christ.” Names 
do not alter things; and whatever Christ might 
have been called, it is plain that “he was tempted 
in all points as we are ;” and that he was ignorant 
of the time when Jerusalem was to be destroyed; 
and that he ate and drank, slept and awoke, lived 
and died like other men, with the exception of error ; 
guile not being found in his lips. Do you think 
that Jehovah was tempted as we are? Did he eat, 
drink, sleep, and die? If Jehovah did not; and Je- 
sus Christ did, then Jesus Christ is not Jehovah, 
whether he be called so or not. Moses said to the 
Jews, “A prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up, like unto me.” If Christ be Jehovah, how could 
Moses have the impudence to say he should be like 
him? Did he compare the Almighty to himself? 
Does this look like the meekness of Moses? I think 
not. 

3. It is said that Christ is the object of religious 
worship. Religious worship does not consist in bo- 
dily exercise, nor in a mixture of awe and wonder ; 
but in a spiritual communion of a soul with its Ma- 
ker; and in a subordinate sense, with other objects 
of its affection and gratitude. We love, adore, or 
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worship God supremely, because he first loved us, 
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and is the author of our enjoyments; and we love 
Christ with the same love, but not in the same de- 
gree. We are commanded to love our neighbour ; 
but it is not idolatry to love him in a subordinate 
sense. If we do not love our brother whom we have 
seen, how can we love God whom we have not seen ? 
We ought to love Christ as the immediate author, 
under God, of our holy religion, but Jehovah alone 
is worthy of our supreme adoration. I have thus 
briefly noticed the three propositions on which are 
grounded the principal arguments for the divinity 
of Christ; and if others cannot see as I do, I shall 
not condemn them as heretics. 

As to the third person in the TRINITY, it appears 
to me to be nothing more nor less than TRUTH, and 
the operation of the Divine energy or power. The 
fatter seems to be meant in the first of Genesis, 
where it is said that “ the spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters; and in Luke i. 35, where 
it is said, “ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall over shadow 
thee ;” but the former is generally meant. Truta 
being a holy principle, is very properly denomina- 
ted the Holy Spirit, or Spirit of God. St. John 
explains this subject and places it beyond a doubt. 
See his first general Epistle, iv. 1,2, 3, “ Beloved 
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they be of God (or God’s Spirits) because many 
false prophets are cone out into the world. Hereby 
know we the spiritof God. Every spirit that con- 
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of 
God: and every spirit that confesseth not that Je- 


sus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God, and 
this is the spirit of antichrist whereof ye have heard 
that it should come, and even now is it in the 


world.” Those who confess that Jesus Christ had 
come in the flesh, were guided by the Truth, Holy 
Spirit, or Spirit of God; and those who denied it 
were not of God, but were lying spirits, spirits of 
darkness or antichrist. I have thus given you my 
views of the doctrine of the trinity, which doc- 
trine I verily think one of the most palpable absurd- 
ities ever invented by priests, or believed by rational 
beings. The nature of this communication would 
not permit me to say more. It is a little over a year 
since I began to doubt its truth ; soon after which J+ 
read with care, Elder Hedding’s sermon on the di- 
vinity of Christ ; which was published at the request 
of the N.E. Conference assembled at Bath, Me. 1822, 
and although I feel as much respect for his candor 
and abilities as I do for any man’s living, and al- 
though I believe he has said all that can be said to 
prove that the Son is equal to the Father, and not 
only equal, but the Father himself; yet I must con- 
fess he has not removed my objections to the TRIN- 
iry. His sermon seived to increase and confirm 
my doubts; and I cannot think it can satisfy any 
candid inquirer after truth, whose mind is not blinded 
by early prejudices. The doctrine of the TRINITY 
is acknowledged on all hands to be an incompre- 
hensible mystery ; and it is certain that it is con- 
trary to every thing we see in nature, and can only 
be supported by a few ambiguous texts of scripture, 





in Opposition to a multitude that are plain and ex- 


plicit. God is expressly called Love, Power, he. 
and by the same rule that wisdom is made a sepa- 
rate person, all his attributes might be; and they 
we should have as many persons in the Godhead as 
the Deity has attributes. Moses said, “the Lord 
your God is one God ;” but if he had been a Trip. 
itarian, he would have said, the Lord your God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is one God. [ cay. 
not close without observing that you place too much 
emphasis on the word Trinity, for if a man wil] 
but believe it in any form it will answer the pur- 
pose, and take away the reproach of infidelity. | 
think I shall be able in my next to close my ob- 

jeqions to your creed. 
Yours in love, 
—_—»>— 

CLARKE’S COMMENTARY. 

It is not perhaps generally known, that the cele- 
brated Dr. Adam Clarke, got the better of his pre- 
judices so far, as, in his commentary on Matt. xvi, 
27, 28, to admit that Christ came, as there declared, 
during the generation or natural lives of those he 
addressed on that memorable occasion. The learn- 
ed Doctor has made a concession in favour of the 
truth, which militates against his own favourite 
doctrine, which cannot be supported without a re- 
jection of this, the Doctor’s own exposition. The 
Doctor's exposition follows, and the reader can see 
for himself. 

“ 27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels ; and then he shall re- 
ward every man accurding to his works. 

“28 Verily I say unto you, There be some stand- 
ing here, which shall not taste of death, till they se: 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 

Verse 27. For the Son of man shall come in th 
glory of his Father) This seems to refer to Dan. vii. 
13, 14. “ Behold one like the Son of man came— 
to the ancient of days—and there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peo- 
ple and nations and languages should serve him.” 
This was the glorious Mediatorial kingdom which 
Jesus Christ was now about to set up, by the de- 
struction of the Jewish nation and polity, and the 
diffusion of his Gospel through the whole world. 
If the words be taken in this sense, the angels ot 
messengers may signify the apostles and successors 
in the sacred ministry, preaching the Gospel in the 
power of the Holy Ghost. It is very likely that the 
words do not apply to the final judgment, to which 
they are generally referred; but to the wonderfu! 
display of God’s grace and power after the day o! 
Pentecost. 

Verse 28. There be some—twhich shall no! 
taste of death) This verse seems to confirm the 
above explanation, as our Lord evidently speaks of 
the establishment of the Christian Church after the 
day of Pentecost, and its final triumph after the de- 
struction of the Jewish polity; as if he had said, 
“ Some of you, my disciples, shall continue to live 
until these things take place.” The destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the Jewish economy, which our 
Lord here predicts, took place about forty-three 
years after this ; and some of the persons now with 
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jun, doubtless survived that period, and witnessed 
the extension of the Messiah’s kingdom; and our 
Lord told them these things before, that when they 
came to pass they might be confirmed in the faith, 
apd expect an exact fulfilment of all the other 
promises and prophecies which concerned the ex- 
te ysion and support of the kingdom of Christ. 


To his kingdom, or in his kingdom, Instead of 


Kasileia, kingdom, four MSS. later Syriac, Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Saxon, and one copy of the Itala, with 
several of the primitive Fathers, read doze, glory : 
ind to this is added, tow patros aulou, of his Father, 
by three MSS. and the versions mentioned before. 
Tnis makes the passage a little more conformable 
to the passage already quoted from Daniel: and it 
must appear very clearly, that the whole passage 
speaks not of a future judgment, but of the destruc- 
uon of the Jewish polity ; and the glorious spread 
of Christianity in the earth, by the preaching of 
Christ crucified by the Apostles and their immedi- 
ate successors in the Christian Church. 
ee 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ANECDOTE. 
THE SOLDIER AND THE VIRGIN MARY. 

During the Peninsular war, a strong detachment 
from the French army occupied one of the principal 
cities in the interior of Spain. The Spaniards have 
iong been celebrated for their blind and supersti- 
‘ious adoration of the Virgin Mary. The inhabit- 
ints of this place, in particular, were noted for their 
many statues, dedicated to her in all their churches. 
The cathedral exceeded all others in the size of the 
image, the splendor of the robes, the jewels and pre- 
cious stones, the votive offerings of misguided zeal. 
Every part of the image was studded with diamonds 
ind adorned with gold. A French soldier was noted 
for his devotions, his constant and unremitting at- 
tention at the earliest and latest mass. He was one 
day accidentally left alone in the church, after the 
first mass had concluded, by the priest and sexton. 
He immediately seized the opportunity of convert- 
ing the jewels of the sacred image to his’own use, 
and so completely did be strip her, that when the 
monks returned they found her hands and feet bro- 
ken off, her eyes dug out, and not the value of a sin- 
gle sous left. 


This horrid and impious sacrilege aroused all the 
vengeance of the offended church. 
wards were offered, and every means were used to 
discover the offender. They at length succeeded 
in proving that this soldier was the only person who 


Immense re- 


had committed the crime. A deputation immedi- 
ately waited upon the commander in chief, request- 
ing this culprit to be delivered over to the secular 
power. General N , who was one of the illu- 
minati of France, and possessed of liberal princi- 
ples, refused to deliver this man to an enraged rab- 
ble, who would undoubtedly put him to death with- 
out the shadow of atrial. He replied, that he would 
try the soldier by a military and ecclesiastical tribu- 
nal, would decide the cause himself, and if he was 
proved guilty, he would then, without hesitation, 
urrender him; and appointed the next week for 





the hearing of the cause. This proceeding was by 
no means pleasant to the irritated Catholics, but 
they had no remedy bat patience. On the appointed 
day, all the clergy of the city, and every adjacent 
place assembled in crowds, the court was filled 
with monks, friars, priests, bishops, archbishops, 
and even the pope’s legate, who happened to be 
there at the time, appeared among the ecclesiastics. 
The populace, also, eager to witness the punish- 
ment of so audacious a heretic, and ready to sacri- 
fice him, surrounded the place in crowds. But the 
General had taken the precaution to surround him- 
self and the prisoner with a strong detachment. A 
reverend priest addressed the court, and descanted 
at large upon the enormity of the offence ; he repre- 
sented to them the holy mother of God as insulted, 
ill-treated, and sacrilegiously violated ; and finally 
wound them up to the highest pitch of fury against 
the devoted offender. His oration was received by 
the bigoted enthusiasts with thunders of applause, 
and imprecations of vengeance ; already they saw 
him tied to the stake and expiring in tortures at an 
Auto da fe. But the judge, cool, collected, and tem- 
perate, turning round tothe man, asked him, You 
have heard the charge, what is your defence ? That 
Ihave taken the jewels and diamonds from the 
Holy Virgin’s Statue, I adinit; but I positively 
deny that I robbed her of them. As I was praying 
to her, and begging her interposition in my behali, 
asa poor and needy soldier, with a family of six 
children and nothing but my scanty pittance to 
support them, I suddenly heard a voice from the 
statue exclaim—* The Holy Virgin has heard your 
prayers, she has seen your devotion, and pities your 
lot. ‘Take these jewels and other ornaments which 
the piety of my worshippers have presented me with, 
and relieve your necessities. 1 am a spirit, and need 
them not. My faithful followers will soon replace 
them, and you will be rescued from want and mis- 
ery.” Astonished at this heavenly voice, and not 
daring to disobey it, I converted them to my own 
use, and blessed the friendly interposition of our 
blessed Virgin. 

Abominable liar! audacious wretch! exclaimed 
the assembly. The judge ordered silence, and 
turning to the priests of the cathedral, thus address- 
ed them—Was any one present at this time? No 
one, replied they. Do you believe it possible, ac- 
cording to your articles of faith, that the Virgin has 
power to convey her will in an audible manner, and 
to animate ap image? This was a question invol- 
ving the miraculous power and sanctity of the Holy 
mother; and to deny it, would at once overthrow 
her power and reduce her to the level of a mere 
mortal. They, therefore, with some hesitation, an- 
swered, that it was not only possible, but had fre- 
quently happened. Then I decree, as the man 
swears that the Sacred Virgin gave these things to 
him, and you cannot disprove his assertion, that the 
man is hereby acquitted of the charge; but, ad- 
dressing himself to the soldier, if you hereafter 
accept any present, unless before witnesses, from 
any saint or apostle, even if from the holy St. Paul 
W. J. 





himself, I will instantly hang vor 
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ROCK HONEY. 

“ He made him lo suck honey out of the rock.” 

Deut. xxxii. 12. 

Suck honey from a rock! How could this possi- 
bly be done? In South Afcica, the bees have the 
habit of depositing, or plastering their honey on the 
surface of rocks in clifls ; which, for its protection, 
they cover over with a layer of dark coloured wax. 
This, by exposure to the weather, becomes hard, 
and of a colour which cannot be distinguished from 
rock itself. Suppose a person making an incision 
in this outside coat of wax; by applying his mouth 
to it, he would easily succeed in sucking out plenty 
of honey. To a person viewing him trom a little 
distance, and observing some of the honey dropping 
from his chin, he would seam to be suching honey 
from the flinty rock. 

The bees frequently cover trees in the same man- 
ner, with their honey and wax. Ihave seen also 
the gable end of a Dutch farmer’s house plastered 
over is the same manner. It proved to him a per- 
petual mine of honey ; for he had no sooner cut and 
carried away a portion of it for the use of his family, 
than the busy bees set to work to fill up the excava- 
tion he had made. As his necessity required con- 
tinued supply, he kept them constantly at work. 
They are most expeditious workers in winter, for 
that is the flower season in such climates. 


Rev. J. Campbell. 


—>— 
BLESSED EFFECTS OF MISSIONARIES. 
The Philadelphia Religious Remembrancer con- 


tains an extract from a journal of a missionary 
in India, giving an account of a “ mutiny of 
women against the missionaries.” It appears the 
women remonstrated with the king, against allowing 
the missionaries to remain in the country, &c.— 
“Four of the principal women were put to death 
with the soldier's bayonets.” The king of course, 
was thanked! For the missionary says, “ We thank- 
ed him for his gracious promises of regard and 
protection!” Is it the religion of Calvin, or of 
Jesus, that produces this bloodshed? If the spirit of 
Christ had been there, we think, a different result 
would have happened. 

(= The same paper gives an account of Calvin- 
ism raining from the clouds, as follows: 

“Tt was during the early part of September, 1822, 
that appearances in Westfield indicated a shower of 
grace. There was indeed a sprinkling, and a few 
we hope, were saved, but the heavenly cloud passed 
along northwerdly and stood over Southampton, 
raining righteousness upon that highly favoured 
people, and with such power that it was indeed a 
season when Zion’s gates were crowded with trem- 
bling and anxious, and rejoicing souls. The work 
continued in this place in its greatest power through 
the autumn and winter.” 

The moderns are certainly wonderful in descrip- 
tion. We fear the cloud rained from beneath, in- 
stead of from above. The use made of natural 
things as figures, in the Scriptures, are inclusive of 
(iod’s purpose toward al/, and not to a few bigoted 
secturians. 





“ Moful Warning to” Psalm singers !! 

The Congregational meeting house in Southwic). 
Massachusetts, together with a two-story dwellin: 
house adjoining, was lately destroyed by fire. 
singing society held their meeting in the meeting. 
house, where the fire originated, and it was supposed 
to have been communicated from the spark of » 
candle. Bost. Ree. 

—a>— 
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Our Subscribers who are yet in arrears for the 
Third Volume of the GOSPEL HERALD, are inform. 
ed, that the sums owed by them respectively, have 
been advanced by the Proprietors of the Paper, 
defray the expenses of publishing, &c. and jt \x 
confidently hoped, that this notice of the fact, wii 
be a sufficient inducement with them to forward 
the amount of their subscriptions without any up 
necessary delay. There is now due from Subser 
bers $1400; a sum which is by far too large to be 
kept from the Proprietors of the Paper, who have ad 
vanced their own means, in default of others to fulfil 
their engagements. It is presumed our Subscribers 
are not aware of the inconveniencies which result 
from their negligence. Neither do they consider 
that the Proprietors have no motives but in common 
with their Brethren, to disseminate the glorious 
Gospel of Christ, and to lessen the evils which erro 
has generated and perpetuated. The object, then 
being one, the exertions and means of all concerned, 
shoald be one also. 

x", The Conditions of this Paper, necessarily 
being payment in advance, as many are requested tv 
settle their Subscriptions for the Fourth Volume. 
as can do it without inconvenience. 

—>_— 
NOTICE. 

The Membersof the “ Second Society of United Christian 
Friends,” in this city, are informed, that a special Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday evening next, (Sept. 9th.) at 7 
o'clock, at Mr. Toleriou's Academy, No. 63 Chirystie-street 
The attendance of every member ts particularly requested 

oe 

(7 We are requested to give notice, that the editor of 
this paper will visit Morristown, (N. J.) a week trom w- 
morrow, Sunday, Sepy 13, &c. 

——- 
KNEELAND'S TESTAMENT. 

For Sale at this Office, The New Testament, in Greek, 
Greek and English, and English. The Greek according to 
Griesbach ; the English upon the basis of the fourth 
London edition of the Improved Version, with an attempt 
to farther improvement from the translations of Campbell, 
Wakefield, Scarlett, Macknight, and Thompson. By 
Abner Kneeland, Minister of the First Independent Church 
of Christ, called Universalist, in Philadelphia. The Greck 
and English in 2 vols. Price—Greek, $3. Gregk and 
English, $4. Do. in calf, $4 50, English, $1 50. Do 
in calf, $1 75. 


ALSO, FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


Ballou's Notes on the Parables.—Ballou on Atonement.— 
Ballon'’s Eleven Sermons.—Discourse delivered at the In- 
stallation of David Pickering, by J. Bisbe, Jun.— Discourse 
by D. Pickering, on the Doctrine of St. Paul. 
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